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of the gay Creole city. The third chapter is devoted to the Everglades 
of Florida, and the Indian wars, with Billy Bowlegs as the hero. In 
the fourth chapter, statistics of emigration and gold-hunting are given, 
with descriptions of Castle Garden in New York, the forwarding of 
emigrants through the States, and the caravans on the plains of the 
West. The closing chapter is on the " Political Life " of the United 
States, in which the author takes occasion to relate the career of the 
late Senator Douglas, who was his particular idol as a statesman, and 
for whom he electioneered in 1860. In the whole volume there is 
nothing new to an American reader ; but its tone is kind and generous, 
the sympathies of the author are with freedom, and his admiration for 
our system of government is undisguised. In accuracy of observation, 
Eyma's volumes compare very favorably with those of his English 
brother novelist, Trollope, and they are certainly far more pithy and 
piquant in their style. Occasionally, indeed, we meet with strange and 
ridiculous exaggerations, as where it is said that " in the United States 
there are few persons, honest or knavish, criminal by accident or by 
habit, who have not occasion to buy the silence of the police." Ac- 
cording to Eyma, the American police is mainly made up of rascals and 
their accomplices. 



6. — Le Montenegro, Histoire, Description, Mceurs, Usages, Legislation, 
Constitution, Politique, Documents et Pieces Officielles. Avec une 
Carte du Montenegro et des Pays Adjacents. Par Henri Delaktje, 
Secretaire du Prince Daniel l er (de 1856 k 1859). Paris : Du- 
prat. 16mo. 1862. pp. xiv. and 182. 

The singular promise and accomplishments of the young Henry De- 
larue, the rare beauty of his character, the union of conscientiousness, 
courage, kindness, and humanity with a quick and comprehensive genius, 
are described in the Preface to this posthumous work by the friend 
who knew him best, and can most fitly tell the loss that the literature 
of France has sustained by his early death. This book upon Monte- 
negro, small as it is, is enough to show what its author could have 
done, had his life been spared. Its comprehensive title is not a mis- 
nomer. It does tell — concisely indeed, but very clearly — all that we 
need to give us correct ideas of the history, customs, morals, laws, 
and political condition of that province in the mountains of Illyria 
which has maintained its independence alike against Christian and 
Moslem, against the Kaiser and the Sultan. Delarue knew the brave 
mountaineers, and loved them. He admits that they are rude in man- 
ners, uncultivated, fanatical in their devotion to their Church, and im- 
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placable in their hostility to hereditary foes ; yet he contends that they 
are essentially a noble people, in form, in mind, and in heart, and are 
capable of large development. No race has a finer physique, — one 
more free from morbid tendencies, or more capable of enduring pri- 
vation and hardship. They are not a people who love war for its 
spoils or its excitements, and they have no care to enlarge their terri- 
tory by conquests, or their wealth by predatory raids into other prov- 
inces. All that they ask is to " be let alone," to live unmolested in 
their rocky glens and fastnesses, and to retain without hinderance 
their cherished institutions. 

For centuries this province of Montenegro, the " Black Mountain," 
was a theocracy, ruled by a bishop, who was at once a hero in the 
fight, a counsellor in the cabinet, and a priest at the altar. It was with 
great reluctance that the people consented to lose that feature of 
their constitution, and to allow their lineal bishop to take the title of 
" Prince," rather than his more sacred name. The change from eccle- 
siastical to secular sway has not increased the strength of the tribes. 
Prince Daniel, notwithstanding his great popularity, was murdered 
some two years since, and the position of his successor is very pre- 
carious. It is with the accession of the young Nicholas, in 1860, that 
the narrative of Delarue breaks ofi". Prince Daniel is naturally enough 
a hero to the man who was his friend, adviser, and assistant in the 
government. The portrait which Delarue has drawn of him will seem 
too flattering when some acts of Daniel's cruelty are remembered, es- 
pecially the banishment of the poet Cuca, whose verse was the honor 
of his people. 



7. — Lettres Inedites de Jean Racine et de Louis Racine, precedees 
de la Vie de Jean Racine et d'une Notice sur Louis Racine. Par 
leur Petit-Fils, l'Abbe Adbien de la Roqde, Chanoine Titulaire 
d'Autun, et Ancien Vicaire General Honoraire du mgme Diocese, 
etc. Paris : L. Hachette et C ie " 1862. 8vo. pp. 459. 

A collection of unpublished letters from the pen of Racine is an 
unexpected and welcome gift to every admirer of the great French 
dramatist, even though they throw no additional light on his own pro- 
ductions or on those of his illustrious contemporaries. Of their authen- 
ticity there can be, we think, no doubt. The editor, the Abbe de la 
Roque, is himself the great-grandson of Racine's eldest daughter, and 
his mother is the only one of Racine's descendants who personally knew 
the widow of Louis Racine, the poet's youngest son. " Most of the 
letters of Racine," he writes, " which now appear for the first time, 
are addressed to his sister, Marie Racine, afterward Madame, or, ac- 



